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VISION AND MISSION 

The vision and mission of Christian Education National is as follows:

Our member associations and schools are all closely connected and defined by 
strong partnerships between home, church, and school to promote a transforming 
and biblically authentic approach to education that:

•  celebrates the lordship of Christ over all of life

•  positions the gospel rather than cultural forces as the primary shaper of how we 
think and live

•  affirms the role of parents as having responsibility to ensure their children are 
educated within this understanding.

Above all, Christian Education National promotes a transformational Christian 
worldview where Jesus’ love, power, and authority inform and guide all practice 
and community life—including leadership, management, teaching, curriculum, and 
effective governance— in its member schools.

CORE VALUES
The member associations of Christian Education National are committed to:

1.  The Bible is central to all that we think and do.

2.  We affirm the close relationship of home, church, and school.

3.  Parents have the prime responsibility for the education of their children.

4.  Parents are supported and equipped to effectively govern our schools.

5.  Ongoing Christian teacher development underpins quality Christian education.

6.  A Christian worldview shapes the entire curriculum in our school. 

7.  We are stronger together as a group of schools.

8.  Generosity and sharing are essential to our ethos.
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REFLECTIONS 
ON A SOLID 

FOUNDATIONPrayer and Reflection on the Core 

Values of Christian Education National

In this new series we 
reflect on the core values 
of Christian Education 
National as explored in 
the new devotional book  
Reflections on a Solid 
Foundation.

During 2019, Christian Education 
National released a new resource, 
Reflections on a Solid Foundation. This 
resource considers the core values of 
CEN which are the outworking of CEN’s 
vision and mission. In the resource 
there is an expansion on each core 
value along with biblical reflection, a 
prayer, and an article to provide deeper 
discussion. In Nurture this year, we will 
look forward to sharing two core values 
per edition, providing excerpts from the 
resource. 

It is our prayer that as you engage 
with these core values, you may enjoy 
the broader connection we have with 
associations and schools all over 
Australia. We are indeed, stronger 
together.

DEVOTION

OUR CORE 
VALUES
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Blessed is the one who does not 
walk in step with the wicked or 
stand in the way that sinners 
take or sit in the company of 
mockers, but whose delight is 
in the law of the LORD, and 
who meditates on his law day 
and night. That person is like 
a tree planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does 
not wither—whatever they do 
prospers. Not so the wicked! They 
are like chaff that the wind blows 
away. Therefore the wicked will 
not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the assembly of the 
righteous. For the LORD watches 
over the way of the righteous, but 
the way of the wicked leads to 
destruction. Psalm 1:1-6

REFLECTION

In this psalm “the one” (v. 1) chooses the road less travelled. The well-trod path 
is that on which the wicked walk, sinners hang out, and mockers sit down to scoff 
and scorn. “The one” takes a different way, a road marked out by God’s teachings. 
This is a road for those who delight in God’s Word and habitually meditate on 
God’s teachings for life. But the word “meditate” is way too passive for this life-
shaping attentiveness to God’s instructions. The same Hebrew word, used in Isaiah 
31:4, speaks of the “growling” of a lion over its prey. Such meditation, as one 
author points out, involves chewing and swallowing, teeth and tongue, stomach 
and intestines (Peterson, 2006, p. 2). God’s Word must be eaten. Such a person 
lives a fruitful life (v. 3) under the watchful care of the LORD (v. 6). Jesus becomes 
“the one” for us, inviting us to join Him on the way. He is the one to whom the now 
completed Scriptures bear faithful witness. Our commitment to walk in the way of 
Jesus in our times and places, at home and work, across all of life, rightly leads us 
to affirm our first core value: The Bible is central to all that we think and do.

PRAYER

Thank you that you speak with us, that you reveal yourself as Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Thank you for the Scriptures, your written Word, and for their faithful witness 
to Jesus: the way, the truth, and the life. 

May we, like the psalmist, delight in your Word. May we taste and see how good 
you are. Please bear fruit in and through our lives, in our homes, and in our schools. 
Please watch over the way we walk today. And may the Bible continue to be central 
to all that we think and do. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

CORE  
VALUE 1 

The Bible is central to all 
that we think and do.

DR ROD THOMPSON

Excerpt from Reflections on a Solid  Foundation.

DEVOTION
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Blessed is the one who does not 
walk in step with the wicked or 
stand in the way that sinners 
take or sit in the company of 
mockers, but whose delight is 
in the law of the LORD, and 
who meditates on his law day 
and night. That person is like 
a tree planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does 
not wither—whatever they do 
prospers. Not so the wicked! They 
are like chaff that the wind blows 
away. Therefore the wicked will 
not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the assembly of the 
righteous. For the LORD watches 
over the way of the righteous, but 
the way of the wicked leads to 
destruction. Psalm 1:1-6

REFLECTION

Paul was interested in seeing Gentiles come into a saving relationship with God 
through trusting Jesus and that they would form a new community—the local 
church. Their membership of local churches expressed their membership of the 
universal people of God. They who were once outside the commonwealth of God 
had now become Abraham’s spiritual descendants. Church is a big deal for Paul 
because it is a big deal for God. The gathering of the local church was not to be 
a loose network of like-minded people, but rather a committed community under 
the leadership of suitably qualified overseers (elders). It is in the church gathered 
that we are equipped for works of service for when we are scattered as the church 
into the world. One such qualification was that elders were able to manage their 
own families well. Paul recognises the distinct yet connected entities of church 
and Christian family. It is interesting that leadership of a church has similarities 
with family leadership—example, modelling, nurture, engagement, gentleness, 
and training. 

We often talk about the three-fold nurturing environment of church, home, and 
school; entities that are distinct and yet connected. The distinction needs to be 
maintained. Involvement in school ought never to replace commitment to local 
church. Nor should school usurp the sovereignty of the family. The Bible talks 
about churches and family but where does school fit in? It is something that 
parents do together to assist them in their God-given responsibility of raising 
Christian children. It is something that the church scattered—individual Christians 
coming together to do works of service—creates. The three work together.

PRAYER

We thank you that you have called us to belong to your universal family. We pray 
that you would enable us to be committed members of a local community of 
brothers and sisters. We also thank you that you have blessed us with families. 
May we lead them faithfully and, as families, may we grow in discipleship in our 
local churches. 

We thank you that as your people from different congregations, we can work 
together in raising our children in the context of formal education. We pray that 
our families, churches, and schools may be mutually respectful and supportive. 
Help us to honour the tasks you have given to each institution and to play our part 
faithfully in each without detracting from the others. 

May you be glorified in our families, churches, and schools and may children and 
young people be nurtured to maturity in each sphere.

We ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.

CORE  
VALUE 2 

We affirm the close relationship  
of home, church, and school.

DR KEN DICKENS 

Here is a trustworthy saying: 
Whoever aspires to be an 
overseer desires a noble task. 
Now the overseer is to be above 
reproach, faithful to his wife, 
temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, not given to drunkenness, 
not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. He must manage his 
own family well and see that 
his children obey him, and he 
must do so in a manner worthy 
of full respect. (If anyone does 
not know how to manage his 
own family, how can he take 
care of God’s church?). He must 
not be a recent convert, or he 
may become conceited and fall 
under the same judgment as the 
devil. He must also have a good 
reputation with outsiders, so 
that he will not fall into disgrace 
and into the devil’s trap.  
1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NIV)

Excerpt from Reflections on a Solid  Foundation.
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